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The security situation in Lebanon has improved superficially.

However, the arrest on Tuesday of five prominent army colonels,

presumably on charges of ploitiag 2 coup against Shihad, will |

certainly cause unrest amongst pro-Chamoun elements,

A. All of these officers were strongly pro-government and were
energetic in fighting the rebels,

B. Pro-government circles blame opposition pressure on Shihab

as the cause of the arrests,

2. It is possible that Nasir's propaganda machine may try to
implicate the West in the supposed conspiracy of the otficcrsz
The most critical period will come after the inauguration of
Shihab next Wednesday, Opposition pressure for key cabinet j

representation will dmost certainly increase,
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Jordan

111, Hemmarskjold's effort to implement the General AssemdPly resolution
on the Middle East apparently has failed in its major objective.
Nasir has refused to give adequate assurances of non-interference
in Jordan.

A. Cairo has taken the position that the Assembly's resolution
was intended primarily to expedite the withdrawal of ¥Western
troops, and has warned that severe tension would result if

their evacuation were not speedily arranged.
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B.

The first evert move ia the power struggle was the remowval
lasy ¥riday of Arif froe Lim post of dapuly commaznder of

the irsqi srmed forces, Arif remmins Yice Prelier snd Himistey
of ihe Iaterior.

25

X1

B
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Fromier Gueim has assumed a mere peblic role. In a wwraing
te "fereign comspirators who waati io restare (he old regime
in saother fore,” Quaeim presumably simed st supporters of
union with the AR,

The UAR esn Do empecied te incremss its efforts to suppor:

i PRV DR FsaR 060 115 I Fdg ROPFERAGENA 09400005020 18- ountey
coup agaiast the yasin bles.
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Nasir, copiag with msantiag eccaomic and politiasl |

d¢i1ffieulties in Syrie aad Zgypt, faces the mest severs

test of bis lesdership to date,

ia » further sffori te siremgthen support for the aov regise

the govermment has resorted 1o the potentinily daagerous |

procedure ol releasing poiitical prisonsws snd Communists.

it mas 2lso loosened restrictions as the fiercely sationnlisti:

Eurds, who asumber adbout 300,800 out of 6 millien Irngis, |

1. The return of amiliteat Kurdish lesder #ullah Hantaphe |
Barzani from exile in ihe Soviet bloc, mow scheduled for
late Septemsber, will be the oceasiom fer » isrge Zardish ‘

demoasiration which could get aut of hand, 25%1

Neanshile, Iran is eonceraed over pessidies disturbasses among 25X

ite Kurds,

.

<.

Tehran officianls are werried ower the offect the returs of
Besrmani may have. Rarmsui selped form s dori-lived HSoviet
sponsored Xurdish republic iu Ivan is 1945-46.

4 siseable Kurdish aprisisg ia Irsa could, by kvoping secwriiy
forces occaupied, provide ailitary snd eivilias plotters ia
Toehran the opportusity to move sgainst the Shaih.
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1. Conspirscy continmes irn the Army and among Tehran
intellectenls aad semi~literates to reduce the Bhab'’s
pomers or ¢reate s repsblic, siance the 3hak seems
incspable of taking aey sctiou in the reform field.

2, The Sheh is awere of the douger and iz attempiibg to
make sone ohaages.

3. Revsliutionaries, howvever, believe the Sheh ean déo
little because of tha corrapt royal Ismily ané Court,
sud opposition f£rom these whe beasfit from the sistus guwo.

isrsel

VL Cossern over Nesir's growisg influence is leading to inereesingly
elose cooperation between Israsl, Turhey and Irss.
A, The Israelis are strivisg io ssatablish a »ew belance of

Ppowar by promoting cooperiiion swesng ihe ros-drsl stotes,

B. An larsell mun Maistry spokessms has faforamd the
Aserican Falessy ia Yel Aviv that there has bees 2 sicady
incresse in Egyptisa recosasissance by both regular Torces
and terrvorists ia Isrsel sisce the Iirsgl comp.

1. Is publiciztiag the aew infilérstiom, israel mey be
building & case Lo sipport its curremt rYegquesis for sras
aid,

2. Ia the past such reports have often served as justilicstics
for Israsli retaliatary action.

Co Foreiga Hiniunter Neir has indicated that larasel may scoupy
Jordanian territory ia the sveat of chacs in Pewden ur

even the ispeading premence of Lha HAR ia Sest Jusdan.
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1. BShe has asserted that Israel could not risk waitisg
for overt UAR aggression and then tuhcowt Yestern
faterveation,

2. Nrs. Neir said that s “"deautiful funeral...soudd do
us a0 good.”

Arab League .

VI\ The Noroccan and Tunisian decisica to Join the Arad lLeague
gives Nusir another significaat victory. Neomberskip in the
mptiaymiutad Leagus will now imclude all independent
Arab states--including those which in the past bave opposed
hiw,

Noroeco

VII| A reshuffle of the Moroccan goverament is immineat, and
left wing Istiqlal leader Bouabid WAy becoms premier.
Bouabid probably would be a more dynamic pmmier than Preaier
Balafrej, but would be likely to be even less conciliatery
regarding American bases.
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